How the CIA Covered 
Up Its Hush-Hush Help 

to Area Police 

Mine Detector a Flop 



Fairfax County police got a mine 
detector from the CIA in 1970 to look 
for bullets from a motorycle gang 
shootout. 

Unfortunately, it didn’t v/ork. ac- 
cording to William D. Ellingsworth, 
county police spokesman. 

Ellingsworth said department 
investigators used the U S. Army- 
labeled mine detector from the CIA 
to search for bullets in woods near 
Tysons Corner. 

HE SAID police attempted to use 
the metal-sensitive equipment after 
two members of the Saints motorcy- 
cle gang from Alexandria were tor- 
tured and killed in March. 1970 by 
.members of a rival Washington area 
gang called the Pagans. 



Police were unable to find the 
bodies of the victims for nearly two 
weeks after the slayings. There were 
at least 10 bullets fired. Police sought 
the mine detector after conventional 
means to locate the bullets failed. 

The CIA-supplied gadget proved 
ineffective and was cast aside in 
favor of a civilian model metal 
detector owned by a Fairfax police 
officer who uses it in his hobby — 
collecting Civil War relics. 

THE CIVILIAN detector worked 
and the bullets were found. Ellings- 
worth said. 

Since then, Fairfax police have 
purchased a metal detector of their 
very own, Ellingsworth said. This 
one works. 
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For nearly three years. CIA offi- 
cials largely ignored and delayed 
congressional requests for informa- 
tion about the agency’s relationships 
with local police departments, docu- 
ments obtained by The Washington 
Star show. 

On several occasions from late 
1972 through mid-1975, the CIA chose 
to give only sparse, general descrip- 
tions of its activities with local police 
rather than release the specific 
information sought by members of 
Congress and the press, according to 
the documents obtained by The Star 
under a Freedom of Information Act 
request. 

Throughout the documents, CIA 
officials expressed a desire, as did 
several local police departments, to 
disguise such CIA assistance. 

THE DOCUMENTS show that CIA 
officials were sensitive to the politi- 
cal implications of such assistance to 
local police. The documents also are 
rife with references to the CIA’s be- 
lief that it had the authority to teach 
Dolice techniques in safe-cracking, 
breaking and entering, wire-tapping 
and bugging. 

In a March 16, 1973, document dis- 
cussing inquiries from three Demo- 
cratic congressmen, Reps. Edward I. 
Koch of New York. Phillip Burton of 
California and Dante B. Fascell of 
Florida, an unidentified CIA assist- 
ant deputy director of security 
blamed the inquiries on Koch. 

“(Deleted) pointed out to the 
undersigned that Representative 
Koch had sent a letter to his col- 
leagues saying something to the ef- 
fect that here is what those nutty 
guys at CIA are doing and why don't 
you write to them about the police 
training they are giving in your 
area." 

Koch had asked for details about 
training given to New York City po- 



lice, while Burton inquired about San 
Francisco police and Fascell wanted 
to know about Miami area police. 

A document written for the CIA 
Office of Legislative Counsel in early 
1975 bv Charles W. Kane. CIA direc- 
tor of security, said the CIA had fail- 
ed to identify police departments by 
name for Koch. It also said that CIA 
use of the Law Enforcement Assist- 
ance Administration as a “cover” for 
briefings to approximately *100 police 
departments was withheld from 
Kocx 

ADDITIONAL documents released 
to The Star yesterday by Koch also 
shov; that top CIA officials were 
aware that they had deliberately 
withheld information from congress- 
men. 

An Aug. 1. 1975. letter to Koch 
from CIA Director William E. Colby 
said. "You may recall that on 9 
January 1975. after certain revela- 
tions had been made concerning CIA 
training of members of the New York 
City Police Department, you re- 
quested that I provide you with the 
names of ail the police agencies in 
the United States that had had simi- 
lar training relationships with the 
agency. 

"At that time, I advised you I 
could not provide the requested 
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information because to do so wouiu 
adversely affect important relation- 
ships that had been established on 
the basis of mutual confidentiality. 

“I pointed out that I felt strongly 
that American individuals and orga- 
nizations who cooperated willingly 
with the CIA on matters of mutual 
concern were entitled to have their 
relationship with the agency main- 
tained on a private basis to the max- 
imium extent feasible.’* Colby wrote. 

‘While I still believe that the posi- 
tion on which I based my original 
reply to you is a valid one. and that 
organizations and individuals are 
entitled to a confidential relationship 
with CIA if this is desired,** Colby 
said, “certain recent events have re- 
sulted in some of the information you 
requested being made public. . . , 
Given this. I believe it is only proper 
that I provide you with the informa- 
tion you earlier requested.** 

IN A SEPT. 7, 1972, memo recom- 
mending discontinuance of police 
audio surveillance training, Howard 
J. Osborn, then the CIA director of 
security, cited the Watergate affair 
to Richard M. Helms, then the CIA 
director. 

Osborn wrote, “If you agree, we 
can defer this aspect of police train- 



ing to some future date after the 
Watergate incident has been put to 
bed one way or another. 

See CIA, B-4 
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Continued From B-l 

• “If you approve, I would 
like to continue these 
courses (in lock-picking 
and surveillance photogra- 
phy), quietly and discreet- 
ly. All police representa- 
tives attending are given a 
strong briefing on the Ag- 
ency's passion for 
anonymity, and I know that 
our friendly police depart- 
ments have always respect- 
ed this and we have never 
had a leak of any kind.” 

Koch said yesterday, “I 
just wish the CIA wasn’t 
such a bungling outfit. 
Sooner or later, what they 
do is going to get out any- 
way. When they cover up 
what shouldn’t have been 
secret anyway, they are 
their own worst enemies 
because they discredit 
themselves. I wish they 
would level with Congress. 
When they request Con- 
gress to keep tilings secret 
that shouldn’t be secret, 
they discredit any requests 
they have that might be le- 
gitimate.” 

District police sensitivity 
about the CIA was evident 
In a document circulated 
among unidentifed CIA 
officials. It said that Dis- 
trict police were “bother- 
ed” 6y a February 1974 
questionnaire sent by a 
subcommittee chaired by 
Sen. Henry M. Jackson, D- 
Wash., which sought to 
determine how much feder- 
al equipment had been 
loaned to police. 

STAFF MEMBERS of 
the Permanent subcommit- 
tee on Investigations of the 



Senate Government Opera- 
tions Committee yesterday 
could not immediately lo- 
cate the questionnaire re- 
turned by District police to 
determine whether the po- 
lice had catalogued the 
equipment loaned them by 
the CIA. 
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Although all the docu- 
ments were “sanitized” by 
CIA officials before they 
released a part of the 
records sought under the 

Freedom of Information 
Act request, one series of 
documents discussed the 
efforts of David B. Bum- 
ham, a New York Times re- 
porter who wrote several 
stories in late 1972 and 
early 1973 about the CIA 
and the New York City Po- 
lice Department. 

One document from an 
unidentified CIA assistant 
deputy director of security, 
in which Burnham is dis- 
cussed. said. “He was 
characterized as a ‘Ramsey 
Clark liberal* who is 
reasonably reliable but a 
very thorough investigative 
reporter.” 



ANOTHER document 
said a New York Times re- 
porter (Burnham) should 
be told that CIA assistance 
in establishing a computer 
information system was 
“not unusual.” 

Burnham said yesterday. 
“It seems an interesting 
commentary that the CIA 
spent time attempting to 
assess the political views of 
reporters on domestic 
issues. That's quite a com- 
mentary on what happened 
to the CIA.” _ 



